
Maurice Percy Wrightstone (1880 – 1941) 

 

Maurice Percy (Morris) Wrightstone was the 8
th

 child born on February 17
th

 1880 to Michael 

Wrightstone and Eliza Jane Kline in the Siddonsburg area of Monaghan Township located in 

York County Pennsylvania.  
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During the early 1900s Maurice lived with his parents, and his brothers and sister; Edwin, Irwin, 

and Ida on an Upper Allen Township Cumberland County farm.  On April 1
st
 1900 Maurice 

Wrightstone visited his brother Ira, who at the time lived about five miles away with his parents 

near Shiremanstown in Hampton Township Cumberland County Pennsylvania. 
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There is one photograph of a young person, standing behind his plow and team of horses.  On the 

back of the photograph is a stamp; “M.P. Wrightstone, Photographer.”   It is not clear who the 

person in the photo is.  It probably is not Maurice or his father Michael, but one of his brothers 

who was a farmer.  The photo was in with the Edwin Wrightstone photo collection, who was the 

only brother who would become a farmer.  The photo appears to be 1900-1905.  
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Maurice lived with his parents until he moved to Illinois. By 1910 Maurice lived in Taylorville 

City, Taylorville Township Christian County Illinois.  While there he worked for the Cornell 

Supply Company.  While in Taylorville, when he was 32 years old, Maurice married 26 year old 

Luelle Pearl Nelms on November 21
st
 1912.  

4
  Pearl was born September 22

nd
 1886 in 

Owanecco Illinois to Doctor John W. Nelms and Charlotte E. Yockey.  
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Maurice and Pearl moved to McCook Nebraska red Willow County Nebraska in 1914, where he 

opened the Wrightstone Plumbing and Heating Company, located on Main Street McCook 

Nebraska. Maurice was in Hastings Nebraska in 1915.  “…On Monday August 16
th

 1915 Miss 

Lena Benner, of Hastings and Faye Deines of this city were married at the Congregational 

parsonage, Rev. Lewis Heib officiating. The groom has been employed in the Wrightstone 

plumbing shop in this city for some time past, and has made many friends with whom. The 

Republican joins in wishing the happy couple a long and prosperous life...” 
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By 1918 Maurice and Pearl lived at 707 2nd Street McCook, Willow Grove Township, Red 

Willow Nebraska.  By 1920 Maurice owned a plumbing shop in McCook, about 100 miles east 

of Hastings, where his wife, Pearl was a bookkeeper.  Living with them at 153 2
nd

 street west 

McCook, was Pearl’s mother, Charlotte E. Yockey-Nelms.   

 

In 1929 Morris’s plumbing shop was the cause of a bad fire that destroyed a grocery store above 

the shop, and a FW Woolworth building.   The building was owned by Morris, and it was 

insured, and they rebuilt the building.  
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Maurice and Pearl were active members within their community.  In his lifetime, Maurice had 

been a photographer, dry goods salesman, and plumber.  He eventually owned and operated a 

plumbing business in McCook Nebraska.   

 

 



 

Maurice died April 13
th

 1941 in the McCook area of Red Willow County, Nebraska. 
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  Pearl died 

in December 31
st
 1972 while living in McCook of Red Willow County Nebraska. Pearl 

bequeathed an Arts Building to the Northern Plains Community College located in McCook 

Nebraska; Wrightstone Fine Arts Building, which was opened for classes in the spring of 1976.   

Pearl also bequeathed a wing be built on to the Hillcrest Nursing Home. 
9
  Both Maurice and 

Pearl were laid to rest at Memorial Park Cemetery McCook Nebraska. Maurice and Pearl had no 

children. 
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