
John George Einzig (1847-1879) 

 

John George Einzig was born December 4
th

 1847 to Anton Einzig 
1
 and Elenora Schmidberger 

i
 

in the Saint Mary’s Roman Catholic Parish 
2
  of Freystown, 

ii
 Spring Garden Township York 

County Pennsylvania. 
3
  John went by the name George.  

 

 The name John George came from two sources; John came from the 1850 census record, 

and the Saint Mary’s Roman Catholic Parish 1858 census record, and George came from 

every record since 1860.   

 

 Since Georeg died in 1879, he nor the name John, were identified in his mother’s 1880 

Estate Performance Petition, filed in York County Pennsylvania. 
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John lived with the family, and after his father died in 1858, John began using the name George.  

In 1860 George was still with the family, and he became a brush and basket maker who lived in 

Freystown Spring Garden Township York Pennsylvania.  

 

George was known as Greeny, 
5
 who was an alcoholic; typically being drunk early mornings and 

for days at a time.  When drunk, he would become an ugly and excitable ill tempered person, but 

when sober George would be amenable and a kind person.   

 

In 1870 George lived with his mother on Ridge Avenue in Freystown. He married Barbara 

Gehring 
6
 on December 27

th
 1870, at the Saint Mary’s Roman Catholic Church, York 

Pennsylvania. 
7
 Barbara was born July 11

th
 1855.  She was the only child born to Andrew 

Gehring and Maria (Mary) Weisenfahrt 
iii

 in York, York County Pennsylvania. Barbara was 

described as a large woman, 160 to 170 pounds. 

 

George and Barbara lived with George’s mother for about 6 ½ years, and by late fall 1877 

Barbara left George, and went to live with her parents.  The relationship had not been good; 

physical and verbal abuse brought on by George’s constant dinking. George cited that Barbara 

was being intimate with another married man. Barbara and her children went to live with her 

parents in the neighborhood of Bull Frog Alley on East King Street. George would frequently 

visit Barbara and children, and at times staying for days at a time. 
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i
 George’s father Anton married Elenora Schmidt on May 17

th
 1847, making George her 1

st
 child. 

ii
 Freystown was a flourishing community with a rich history just east of York city, bounded 

approximately by Broad Street, King Street, Harrison Street and Philadelphia Street. Early settlement 

centered on what is now East Market Street around Ridge Avenue and Diehl's Mill Road (Sherman 

Street). Freystown became part of York city around 1900 (sources vary), but not without reluctance. 
iii
 The name Weisenfahrt is also affiliated with Anton’s Parents: Elias Enizig and Agnes Wiesenfad.  

Another spelling of the name is Wisafautin. 



 

At about 3 o’clock in the afternoon of Thursday January 2
nd

 1879, George arrived at the 

Barbara’s parent’s house to visit, friends also arrived, and everyone was having conversations. 

There was no drinking during the visit, and the guest left at around 8:15 that evening.  At 8:30 

George got up from his chair and went outside, when he returned he pulled a six inch butcher 

knife out of his coat jacket, and cut Barbara’s throat from ear to ear.  
9
   Barbara was 23 years old 

when she died Thursday evening about 8:35, January 2
nd

 1879, at her parent’s home. 
10

   

 

After George murdered his wife, he went back to his home, where L. H. Greenawalt, the 

constable, found him, arrested him, and took him to jail.  When the constable asked George why 

he did it, George said; “I could not have her, and they could not have her.”  
11

   

 

After the murder trial, George hung himself in the Cell #19 of the York County prison on 

Saturday April 26
th

 or Sunday 27
th

 1879 at or between the hours of 10:00 o’clock p.m. and 6:00 

o’clock a.m.  
12

  George could not read or write, 
iv

 but a letter was found in his cell written in 

German. 

 

50 people attended the burial of George, when he was laid to rest Monday in an unconsecrated 

corner of the Saint Mary’s Cemetery 
v
 in York Pennsylvania. There was no ceremony for the 

occasion. 
13

 FAG#: 139995615 

 

The locations of were George and Barbara are buried has not been identified.  

 

George and Barbara may have had four children.
 14

-
15

 

 

i. Joseph Einsig (1870-1943). 
16

  He married Emma Wire. 

 

ii. David J. Einzig (1873-1923). 
17

 He married Mary Ellen Keller.  

 

iii. Mary Einzig (1876-1912). She married Orpheus Butcher. 

 

iv. Andrew Antonium Einzig was born April 23
rd

 1878 to George Einzig and Barbara 

Gehring. Andrew was baptized May 5
th

 1878.  
18

 Andrew was not mentioned in the 

petition for guardianship in 1879. 
19

 

 

 

 

                                                           
iv
 George could not read or write does not indicate he could not read or write German.  

v
 Saint Mary’s-Saint Patrick’s Cemetery is also known as: Saint Mary Cemetery, Saint Patrick 

Cemetery at Violet Hill York County Pennsylvania.  



 

Mary Einzig (1876-1912) 

 

Mary Einsig was born September 7
th

 1876 to George Einsig and Barbara Gehring 
20

 in Freystown 

Spring Garden Township York Pennsylvania.   

 

Mary was just short of her 16
th

 birthday when her grandfather, Andrew Gehring, gave his 

consent for her to marry 21 year old blacksmith named Orpheus E. Butcher on September 24
th

 

1892 in York Pennsylvania. 
21

 Orpheus was born April 4
th

 1871 to William Butcher and Elenora 

Gemmill in York Pennsylvanian. 
22

 

 

In 1900 Mary’s niece Katherine Einsig, the daughter of her uncle David and his wife Mary Ellen 

Keller, lived with Mary and Orpheus in the old Bull Frog Alley neighborhood of old Freystown; 

614 East King Street in York Pennsylvania.  Orpheus was still working as a smithy and 

blacksmith.  

 

By 1910 the family bought a home at 740 East King Street in York; next door to Mary’s 3
rd

 

cousin, John Einsig, and his wife Maggie. 
23

 Orpheus was a smithy at a carriage works. Living 

with them was 27 year old Andrew Lucks.  

 

Mary was 35 years old when she died at home, 742 East King Street, on May 25
th

 1912. She was 

laid to rest May 28
th

 at the Prospect Hill Cemetery in York. Her husband was the informant on 

her death certificate.  
24

 FAG#:128508396    
vi

 

 

After Mary died Orpheus moved to 383 South Albemarle Street in York.  He was 68 years old he 

died October 14
th

 1939 at the York Hospital.  He was laid to rest October 17
th

 at Prospect Hill 

Cemetery. His daughter, Mrs. Estella Gable, was the informant on his death certificate. 
25

  

FAG#:158548489 

 

In 1900 Mary indicated she had three children, but none of them were still living. By 1910 she 

indicated she had four children, and one was still living.  

 

i. Unknown Butcher child was born about May 1893, and died prior to 1900. 

 

ii. Mary M. Butcher was born March 1894 in Freystown in Spring Garden Township York 

County Pennsylvania. Since birth she had jaundice, and was one month old when she 

died April 5
th

 1894 at home. She was laid to rest April 7
th

 at the Prospect Hill Cemetery 

in York. 
26

 FAG#:158548776 

                                                           
vi
 Find-A-Grave, FAG, is a web site for cemetery memorials, http://www.findagrave.com 



 

iii. Catherine Estella Butcher 
vii

 was born April 1
st
 1901 

27
to Orpheus Butcher and Mary 

Einsig in York Pennsylvania.   

 

Catherine 
viii

 was 18 years old when she married Willis Gable 
ix

 on July 5
th

 1919 in York 

Pennsylvania. 
28

  Willis Eugene Gable was born April 6
th

 1900 to John W. and Cora E. 

Gable in York Pennsylvania. 
29

 

 

After they married the couple went to live with Willis’s parents, where Willis was a 

laborer for a chain manufacturer; General Machine Works on Market Street in York.  By 

1930 the still lived in the area at 383 Albemarle Street in York, where Willis worked as 

an operator in a movie house.  

 

In 1940 the family lived at 900 East King Street in York.  Willis was a truck driver for 

the Motor Express Company.  

 

Catherine died in February 1979. 
30

 

 

a. Lester E. Gable was born in 1921 

b. Lewis E. Gable was born in 1924 

c. Viola C. Gable was born in 1928 

d. Robert M. Gable was born in August 1929 

 

iv. William Orpheus Butcher was born December 13
th

 1905 in York Pennsylvania. He just 

turned 4 months old when he died April 21
st
 1906 of tubercular meningitis. He was laid 

to rest April 23
rd

 at the Prospect Hill Cemetery. His father was the informant on his death 

certificate.  
31

  FAG#:128511504 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                           
vii

 Catherine’s name was determined using census records, and her marriage record.   
viii

 The spelling on her marriage application and license was Cathryne 
ix
 Other spellings of Gable are Gabel.  
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