
John George Einsig Jr. (1864-1939) 

 

John George Einzig Jr. was born July 8
th

 1864 to John George Einsig 
1
 and Teresa Berger in the 

Freystown 
i
 area of Spring Garden Township York County Pennsylvania. 

2
 

 

John was 18 years old when he married 19 year old Elizabeth (Lizzie) Ritter 
3
 on April 6

th
 1882. 

ii
 

 

On July 30
th

 1898 Charles Geiger of Spring Garden Township made out a sworn statement against 

Samuel Matson and Elizabeth Einsig  
4
 on the charge of adultery against Samuel’s wife, Annie Matson.  

 Samuel Matson being a married man and having a wife in full life did have Carnal Knowledge 

of the body of one Elizabeth Einsig. On the 27
th

 and 28
th

 days of July 1898, and on various other 

times, then by did commit the crime of adultery.  Contrary to an act of the assembly in such 

cases made and provided and further saith not.  

 

 On August 1
st
 1898 Samuel posted $300.00 to appear at 9:00 A.M. on October 18

th
 1898 for 

indictment No. 97 of the York County Court August 1898 Session, in the case of the 

Commonwealth verse Samuel Matson on the charge of adultery. 

 

 On October 6
th

 all of the witnesses had been provided a Subpoena to appear at 9:00 A.M 

Tuesday October 18
th

 1989for the York County Court August 1898 Session.      

 

o Witness included: Charles Geiger, John Einsig (Lizzie’s Husband), George and Kate New 

(Kate is John and Jacob Einsig’s Sister), G. B. Billet, L. B. Clark, Annie Matson (Wife of 

Samuel Matson), Jacob Einsig (John’s Brother), Caroline Boyer, and M. A. Owens.  

 

 The Inquest: Samuel Matson, yeoman, on the 27
th

 of July 1898 did commit adultery with a 

certain Elizabeth Einzig, and did then and there have unlawful carnal knowledge of the body of 

her, the said Elizabeth Einzig; he, the said Samuel Matson, being then and there on the day and 

year aforesaid, a married man, having a wife in full life, to wit, Annie Matson, and she, the said 

Elizabeth Einzig, not being then and there his said wife, contrary to the form of the act of the 

General Assembly in such case made and provided, and against the peace and dignity of the 

Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.  

 

 Samuel was found guilty, and a plea was obtained, reconciliation was rendered, and the 

witnesses were discharged on October 18
th

 1898.  
5
 

                                                 
i
 Freystown was a flourishing community with a rich history just east of York city, bounded 

approximately by Broad Street, King Street, Harrison Street and Philadelphia Street. Early settlement 

centered on what is now East Market Street around Ridge Avenue and Diehl's Mill Road (Sherman 

Street). Freystown - from colonial settlement to Gypsies, by June Lloyd, York County Heritage and 

Trust, 250 East Market Street, York Pennsylvania, March 15
th

 2013.  

Freystown became part of York city around 1900 (sources vary), but not without reluctance. 
ii
 The marriage date is assumed, but we are still looking for evidence on the date of the wedding.  



 

In October 19
th

 1898 John Einsig obtained a lawyer and filed a petition for a divorce from Elizabeth 

Ritter-Einsig.  The Petition for divorce was awarded to John based on the adultery case, and John’s 

divorce was finalized on February 27
th

 1899.  
6
 These events may have clouded the birth of Edward B. 

Einsig, and who his real birth parents were.   

 

On October 20
th

 1898 Elizabeth charged John with not providing, non maintenance, for her and her 

children, as ordered by the court. John paid $300.00, and was to continue paying $2.50 per week for 

child support.   
7
   

 

In 1900 John was not living with Lizzie.  John identified his marital status as married, and he was living 

with his parents at 26 Sherman Street in York Pennsylvania. Living with them was Andrew Einsig, who 

was also listed as being married.  

 

In 1900 Lizzie was going by the name of Lizzie Ritter.  She identified herself as being divorced.  

She and her Einsig children were living in the home of Samuel and Annie Matson at 219 Girard 

Avenue in York Pennsylvania.  

 

Andrew’s wife Ella was living with her mother, Mary New, at 598 East King Street in York.  

Ella continued to live with her mother and by 1910 she and her mother, and Ella’s son James A., 

lived at the rear of 514 East King Street.  James went by the name Andrew J. Einsig.  Ella’s 

husband Andrew was living a few blocks East with his father John Einsig Sr. at 204 south 

Sherman Street in York. 
8
 

 

By 1910 John identified his marital status as a widower, and he was living at the York County 

Almshouse and House of Employment, which is where he lived until near his death, when he died in 

1939. From 1910, up to and including his death certificate, John indicated that he was a widower. 

According to the marriage applications of his children, he was an invalid (Edward’s app), living at the 

county Almshouse.    

 

By 1910 Lizzie went by the name Matson, living with Samuel on Girard Avenue in York Pennsylvania.  

She also had three more children. One child Edward B., was identified as an Einsig in 1900, but in 1910 

to 1940, went by the name Matson.  

 

Elizabeth Ritter-Einsig-Matson was 67 years old when she died on November 17
th

 1931 while living at 

734 South Edgar Street in York Pennsylvania.  She was laid to rest November 20
th

 at the Prospect Hill 

Cemetery in York. Charles A. Fackler of 734 South Edgar Street in York was the informant on her death 

certificate. 
9
  FAG#: 155092322 

 

 

 



John was 75 years old, when he died November 1
st
 1939 at the York County Home in Springettsbury 

Township York County Pennsylvania.  John was laid to rest on November 3
rd

 at the Prospect Hill 

Cemetery. The superintendent of the York County Home, Perry F. Smell, was the informant on the death 

certificate. 
10

  The death certificate also indicated John was a widower, and his wife was; late-Elizabeth 

Einsig. FAG#:153937547    
iii

   

 

In the 1900 Lizzie made no indication to how many children she had.  However, there were six children 

living with her in the Samuel and Annie Matson home. By 1910 Lizzie indicated she had ten children, 

and nine were still living.   

 

 We believe Lizzie had six children with John Einsig, and four children with Samuel Matson.  

This accounts for Edward being Samuel’s child, based on Samuel’s adultery, John’s divorce 

from Lizzie, and Edward going by the name Matson.    

 

John and Lizzie had five children. 

 

i. John Edward Einsig Sr. (1882-1951). 
11

 He married Marguerite ("Maggie") Lauber. 

 

ii. Jacob Einsig (1884-1969). 
12

 He married Bernetta M. Wolford.  

 

iii. Ida Elizabeth Einsig (1886-1972). She married Norman E. Spangler. 

 

iv. Anna Einsig was born September 19
th

 1889.  She died October 30
th

 1892 in York. She was laid 

to rest at the Prospect Hill Cemetery. 
iv

 FAG#:155159050  

 

v. Margaret Einsig (1891-1984). She married Joseph Klyeman. 

 

 

Ida Elizabeth Einsig (1886-1972) 

 

Ida Elizabeth 
13

 Einsig was born in July 13
th

 1886. 
14

 Ida lived with her mother Lizzie at 323 Girard 

Avenue.  Ida was living with Norman Spangler, and when Ida was 19 years old, Lizzie gave her consent 

for Ida to marry 21 year old Norman E. Spangler on June 17
th

 1907 in York Pennsylvania. Norman’s 

parents were Charles and Rosie M. Spangler. 
15

  Norman Eugene Spangler was born July 11
th

 1885 to 

Charles Spangler and Rosie M. Yohe 
16

 in York County Pennsylvania.  
17

 - 
18

 

 

In 1910 Ida and Norman were living with Alexander Matson and his family, the brother of Samuel 

Matson 
19

 who married Ida’s mother Lizzie Ritter-Einsig, at 532 Loucks Street in Spring Garden 

Township in York Pennsylvania.   

 

                                                 
iii

 Find-A-Grave, FAG, is a web site for cemetery memorials, http://www.findagrave.com 
iv
 Anna Einsig birth and death dates needs verified, and her burial location is assumed based on her parents burial.  



When Norman signed up for the WW I draft in 1918, he and his wife Ida were living at 401 North 

Queen Street in York Pennsylvania. At the time he indicated he was a drover for the York Sanitary 

Reduction Company.  
20

  In 1920 they were still living at 401 North Queen Street in York, where 

Norman was still working for a Garbage Contractor. 

 

By 1930 Norman and Ida had been divorced.  We could not locate Ida, but Norman was living in the 

home of a divorcee, Bessie Buckingham, at 403 Newberry Street in York, where he was a laborer for a 

gas company.  

 

By1940 Ida was identified as being divorced and working as a house keeper in the home of a widower, 

George Fake, at 277 South Newberry Street in York.  

 

Norman went to live with his sister, Annie Spangler-White at 332 Pershing Avenue in York.  He would 

then live at the Pleasant Acres home in the rural area of Springettsbury Township York County 

Pennsylvania.  There, at 69 years old, he died October 1
st
 1954.    He was laid to rest October 4

th
 at the 

Prospect Hill Cemetery.  
21

 

 

Ida died January 3
rd

 1972 in York Pennsylvania.  She was laid to rest at the Prospect Hill Cemetery in 

York. 
22

 FAG#:143796100    

 

Children: 

i. Dorothy M. Spangler was born about 1908. She married Elmer W. Beakler on December 

2
nd

 1933 in York Pennsylvania.  
23

 

 

 

Margaret Einsig (1891-1984) 

 

Margaret (Maggie) Einsig was born in January 1891.  Maggie was 18 years old and living at 323 Girard 

Avenue, when her father, John Einsig, gave his consent for her to marry 33 year old Joseph Klyeman on 

November 22
nd

 1909 in York Pennsylvania. 
24

  

 

Joseph was born August 21
st
 1876 to Jacob Klyeman and Mary Myers in Milton in Northumberland 

Count Pennsylvania. 
25

 

 

Maggie was still living in December 31
st
 1973 when her half brother, George Matson died. 

26
 

 

Joseph and Maggie lived at 334 South Sherman Street in York, when at 64 years old, Joe died 

November 18
th

 1940.  He was laid to rest November 21
st
 at the Mt. Zion Church Cemetery in 

Springettsbury Township, York County Pennsylvania.  Harry Klyeman of 879 East Popular Street in 

York was the informant on Joseph’s death certificate.  
27

  FAG#:50598441 

 



Maggie died in 1984, and was laid to rest with her husband at the Mt. Zion Church Cemetery.  

FAG#:50598442.   

Maggie and Joseph children included: 

 

i. Joseph Clarence Klyman (Klyeman) was born and died October 27
th

 1911 in York 

Pennsylvania. He was laid to rest October 28
th

 at the Saint Mary’s Cemetery 
v
in York 

Pennsylvania. His father was the informant on his death certificate. 
28

 FAG#:155159565 

 

ii. Lillian Klyeman was born in 1922.  

 

vi. Katie Einsig was born in April 1893.  Katie was 18 years old when she married 25 year old Harry 

F. Landis on July 25
th

 1911 in York Pennsylvania.  
29

 Harry Filbert Landis was born January 19
th

 

1886 to Charles M. Landis and Mary Elizabeth Blouser. 
30

 He stood 5’ 6”, and weighed 185 

pounds with blue eyes and brown hair. 
31

 

 

By 1920 Harry worked as a machinist for the American Chain Company, and the family lived at 

656 Princess Street in York Pennsylvania. By 1930 the Harry was a machinist for an Ice factory, 

and the family continued to live on Princess Street. By 1940 the family had moved to 978 East 

Philadelphia Street in York.   

 

By the time Harry registered for the WW II draft in April of 1942, the family lived at 172 

Newberry Street in York, where Harry was still working for the York Ice Machine Corporation. 
32

 

 

Katie died in 1964, and was laid to rest at the Prospect Hill cemetery: FAG#:100273197 

 

Harry died in 1969, and was laid to rest at Prospect Hill.  FAG#:100273192 

 

Katie and Harry Landis’s children included: 

a. Evelyn E. Landis was born about 1912.  She married to Swartz, and by 1940 she was 

divorced. With her children; Gloria (b.1932) and Ameila (b.1933) they lived with 

Evelyn’s parents at 978 East Philadelphia Street in York.   

 

b. Nelson F. Landis was born about 1918.  

 

c. Charles Landis was born about 1927, and was still living with his parents in 1940, at 978 

East Philadelphia Street in York.   

 

 

 

 

                                                 
v
 Saint Mary’s-Saint Patrick’s Cemetery, Violet Hill, York, York County Pennsylvania 



vii. Edward Benjamin 
33

 Einsig was born May 7
th

 1898 
vi

 to John Einsig and Elizabeth Ritter 
34

 in 

York Pennsylvania.   

 

 Edward always went by the name of Matson, and it may be due to circumstances 

surrounding the year that Edward was born.  No other child born to John and Lizzie 

adopted the name Matson.   

 

 Given the late 18
th

 century norms, the educational level of John and Lizzie, Samuel 

Matson’s and Lizzie’s adultery cases, and Divorce.  Edward may actually be the son of 

Edward Matson.  Elizabeth would have been charged with fornication and bastardy; sex 

that produced a child.    

 

When Edward signed up for the WW I draft in September 12
th

 1918, he lived with his mother, 

Mrs. Lizzie Matson, at 323 Gerard Avenue in York.  Lizzie was identified as the person who 

would always know where Edward would be. 
35

 

 

Edward was 21 years old when he married 17 year old Minnie Mae Doll on September 27
th

 1919 

in York Pennsylvania.  Edward used the name Matson on his marriage application, which 

indicated that he was born to John Einsig and Lizzie Ritter. Minnie was born about 1902 to 

Harry Doll and Lizzie Ness in York Pennsylvania. Harry Doll was a cabinet maker. 
36

 

 

After they married Edward and Minnie lived with her parents and siblings at 224 Newberry 

Street in York, where Edward worked in a paper mill. By 1930 the Edward and his new family 

lived at 157 South Newberry Street, and he was working at a machine shop.  

 

In 1940 the family lived at 358 Oak Lane in York, where Edward was working still working as a 

machinist as a bolt maker for a screw works.  

 

Edward died in June 1982.  
37

 

 

Edward (Einsig) and Minnie Matson’s children included. 

 

a. Elsie Pauline Matson was born January 9
th

 1920, and she married Norman Sipe.  Elsie 

died March 15
th

 1988.  
38

 

 

b. Lydia E. Matson was born August 30
th

 1921 in York Pennsylvania. She was married to 

Mr. Wolf, and they lived at 358 Oak Lane in York Pennsylvania.   

 

Lydia was 28 years old when she died at her home on April 24
th

 1950.  She was laid to 

rest April 27
th

 at the Mt. Rose Cemetery in York.  Her sister, Minnie M. Matson of 358 

Oak Lane in York, was the informant on her death certificate.  
39

 

                                                 
vi
 Edward was born May 1898, and would have been conceived in late October and early September 1897. 



c. Mabel C. Matson was born December 1926. She was 20 years old when she applied for a 

marriage license on May 28
th

 1945.  She married Laverne P. Becker on June 16
th

 1945 in 

York Pennsylvania.  
40

  She died prior to 2010. 

 

d. Kathleen Matson was born November 18
th

 1931, and died March 7
th

 1932 in the York 

Hospital in York Pennsylvania.  March 10
th

 at the Mt. Rose Cemetery in York. 
41

   

 

e. Josephine Matson was born in 1932. She died prior to 2010. 

 

f. Treva I. Matson was born in 1935. When her sister Sandra died in 2010, Treva was 

married to Mr. Durgin, and she lived in York Pennsylvania.  

 

g. Sandra Lee Matson was born January 14
th

 1942 in York Pennsylvania.  She was baptized 

April 6
th

 1942 at the United Church of Christ, Trinity United Church of Christ in York 

Pennsylvania. 
42

 

 

Sandra married Larry S. 'Killer' Holtzman.  The family lived in York where Sandra 

worked at the Memorial Hospital, York Suburban School District, and Dallastown School 

District. She was also a member of the Liberty Social Club.   

 

Larry died November 15
th

 2009, and was laid ot rest at the Mt. Rose cemetery in York.  

Sandra was 68 years old when she died Wednesday February 3
rd

 2010 in York 

Pennsylvania.  She was laid to rest with her husband at the Mt. Rose Cemetery. 
43

 

 

  They had no children.  
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